August 2022
Putting First Things First
What do we put first in our lives? We certainly have no shortage of options to choose from. Family,
friends, work, relaxation, and church—there are more possibilities than we are able to count. Each certainly has
its place, too, because God has given us various callings in life. We are called to care for our families, which
means we are all called to various kinds of work (caring for children, working at Deers, teaching, nursing,
engineering, marketing, business, customer service, caring for a spouse—the possibilities are limitless!). God
has also called us to various positions in the life of His church. With these and countless other possibilities of
what we might make our priority in life, we feel pulled in many directions. So, the question is, what do we put first in our lives?
Jesus once told a story about a man who knew how to answer this question. In Matthew 13, Jesus tells us: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he
had and bought it” (Matthew 13:45-46 ESV). The man in the parable knew what he would put first. Seeking beautiful and
expensive pearls organized the rest of his life’s work. When he found that one pearl, everything else in life served the one
purpose of making it his own. His hard work and time and wealth were poured out just so he could have a single pearl.
This might teach us something about priorities. First of all, it might teach us about what we place first in our lives. It
might go without saying, but God wants us to put Him first. That’s why the very first commandment says, “You shall have no
other gods.” When Martin Luther explained the meaning of this commandment in his Small Catechism, he said, “We should
fear, love, and trust in God above all things.” That’s what it means to put first things first. Our fear, love, and trust in God
should order all that we do in life. Our work should not be a higher priority, rather we should put the Lord first even in our work.
The same holds true even with our family. Now God makes family a very high priority in this life and calls us all to care for our
families as fathers and mothers, grandmothers and grandfathers, aunts, uncles, brothers and sisters, daughters and sons. It is a
very blessed calling to be part of a family, but even in this calling we place the Lord first. We do this by teaching our families
about the Lord, by making prayer a priority even at home, and by giving everything we’ve got to love and care for each other. In
everything we do, we should know that God’s Kingdom is our priority, and nothing overshadows it.
Secondly and importantly, this story about the pearl of great price is about more than our priorities. You see, we often
get our priorities mixed up, and sometimes it seems like there is no perfect choice. Work occasionally comes before family, we
put our family dinners before coming to worship, and we’ll take time to relax instead of helping out our neighbors. We’re pulled
in so many directions that we can’t do it all. Add to that our own selfishness and vanity, and you know we don’t put first things
first. This parable, however, tells us about the only person who has ever perfected His priorities. You see, this parable isn’t as
much about us as it is the Kingdom of Heaven. That’s what Jesus says, after all: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls.” So, when Jesus tells us this parable, He’s telling us the priority of Heaven’s King. In other words, He’s
telling us about His own priority. Jesus is the one who is like a merchant with one purpose, finding great pearls and buying them
up. It just so happens that we have a church full of fine pearls, families abounding with them, and workplaces that are packed
with them. Jesus gave up everything He had to purchase the pearls that He found. He gave everything to make you His own.
He sold Himself to death on the cross, even giving up His life so that we would be His. Even for people with mixed up
priorities, sinners of every kind, Jesus put first things first. He put you first.
This month let’s strive to make the Kingdom of God our priority at work, at home, and in our church, all the while knowing that
the Kingdom of God which has come down to us in Jesus Christ has made us its own priority, the blood of Jesus washing us as
white as fine pearls, valued beyond price by our Savior.
The blessing and peace of Christ be upon you all, Pastor Mike Badenhop
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The SPIRIT

Condolences
Condolences to the family of
Jason Grimstad. Jason died on
June 28.

Condolences to the family of
Kent McIntyre. Kent died on
July 21.

Prayers & Praises
Thanks to all for the cards and
calls for our anniversary,
Kent’s birthday and the many
acts of kindness we receive
from our Ascension family all
year long. God bless you all.
-Kent & Louise McIntyre

mittee would encourage each
and everyone of you to
seriously think about donating
when we hold our next drive in
December. What a great gift
you can give. Please think and
pray about giving the gift of
life in December.

We would like to thank
everyone for the cards and
well wishes for our
70th Anniversary.
Also for all the
4th of July goodies.

Ed Billings

Maria Drewes
Russ Gaede
Ivy Gibbons
Traci McNally
Connie Moss
Ruth Prins
Jenni Ritland
Ken Schwake
Marnie Stewart

-Bob & Ruth Prins
Blood Drive:
Life Serve held a blood drive
here at Ascension on Tuesday,
July 12. Social Ministry wants
to give a big thank you to
those that were willing to
donate and the Life Serve
team that participated. We
were able to give 4 double
reds and 7 singles. Our com-

Rose Beier

Mike Sullivan
Mary Volker
A big THANK YOU to everyone
who attended the youth’s
presentation of their mission
trip to Kansas City, Missouri.
The students really appreciate
your interest in their
activities.
-Jamie Olsen
1 of the Mission Trip Leaders

Dana Walker
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THANK YOU FROM THREADS OF LOVE
With your help and
contributions,
we
have been busy as
ever! In May we
sent 30 quilts (10
each) to Hospice,
House of Hope, and
Bremwood! In addition, we are providing 5 quilts for
Circle of Friends
this summer!
Since our beginning nine years ago we have made
about 380 quilts that have gone to our own veterans,
Valley Lutheran, local charities, Waterloo Fire, Bible
camps (Okoboji, Riverside, EWALU), storm relief in
Texas, in Iowa, and around the world including
Ukraine and Mexico! In addition, we have made
dresses for Girls Around the World, Hygiene Kits for

Africa girls, baby quilts for Ascension, blankets
and tote bags for the Alternative Pregnancy
Center, and other fun projects!
One of our next projects is a Quilt of Valor wall
hanging that will have a star with the name of
every veteran that is or has been a member of
Ascension, with room for additional names as
needed! Thanks to Candie in the office, we have
a list of those veterans from funeral bulletins, but
some dates or branches of service are incomplete.
If you are related to one of these veterans and can
provide additional information, please call the
church or call/text Ivadean Herter.
If you like to sew, can tie a knot, or can cut material and have a willing spirit, you are encouraged
to join our group and enjoy the many blessings of
this ministry!

August 14
5:30-7:30 p.m.
"Church Family" Swim
Join your fellow Ascension family in cooling
off and floating the stress away. Whether
you like to go on the slides, lazy river, or
just gather and talk in the big pool we
would love to see you. All ages encouraged
to attend.

Please note:
Kids 6th grade and under need to have an adult along for the fun!

The Falls
in
Cedar Falls
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WORLD
From Dan & Dawn Hall

We have completed one year in the
outreach center in the village of
Kastriot: “Center of Hope”. Having
this resource has proven to be an
effective open door into the village.
It has turned out to be a hangout for
youth, as well as a place we can
host a wide variety of activities to
help us build relationships with people of all ages. The building has a
large meeting room, three classrooms, a bathroom and a kitchenette, and the front and back yards
work well for outdoor games. As we
get to know the people, who mostly
identify as Muslim, we understand
that for some, there is a fear of
Christians. Our first goal has been to
break down that barrier by building
trust without fear. God has certainly been answering our prayers. More
and more people are coming, especially children and youth, and they
keep coming back, sometimes with
friends. God is at work bringing the
Church to this village.

enjoy this a lot -- the time we spend
with each other and also the games. In
fact, it's what we wanted and they
wanted too: a safe place to come and
spend time. On Thursdays we have a
time to watch short videos and discuss
them. It has been really wonderful to
see how the children interact in the
group. The answers they give and the
topics we discuss are actually related
to the Word of God. Recently some
new girls came to the Center. At first
they were shy, but every week they
are more open because they feel more
accepted and at home. God is working
in the hearts of these young people. In
a recent discussion, a question arose
about making changes in our country
or the community where we live. Many
of them were of the opinion that
change is possible if we try. One of
the girls, Anita, who often comes to
our Bible study, said that if we respect
God's commandment from his Word to
love our neighbor as ourselves, the
world would be a much better place.
This then became a good discussion,
where some of those who may have
never heard of this, had the opportunity to hear it. When they learn by
discovering things for themselves,
they learn it better. We are working
hard to demonstrate why we are the
way we are as Christians, why we love
each other, and why we love them.

Tuesday/Thursday
Games and Activities
Written by Denis & Ela: We stopped
English courses on April 14th. It was
a good year for all the children who
participated. They all now speak, or
understand a little more English.
When the courses ended, we were
wondering whether the kids would
keep coming to the center, but
thank God, they did! On Tuesdays,
we have English games and outside
and inside games. The kids seem to

Bible Study, a Church in the making?
Two families are coming consistently
to our weekly Bible study along with
some of our English students from
time to time. During the school year
we studied through the book of Mark,

and then taught on baptism with the
encouragement to take this step of
faith. There is a lot of fear at this
point, so we’re praying for wisdom
in guiding them through this. We are
currently studying the Basics of the
Christian Faith so that it is clear
what Christians believe. It has been
great to see God at work building
believing faith into the hearers.
They ask good questions, and say
they believe. Starting in the fall, we
will do an overview of the Bible by
studying 40 significant stories in
order to get the big picture of the
Bible. Each week we spend some
time in prayer giving each person
the opportunity to say something to
God.
We are also introducing
worship songs -- sharing in making a
joyful noise together! The people
who gather for this Bible study
are becoming a new church.

Easter in Kastriot
Orthodox Easter in Herebel
Since this was our first Easter celebration in Kastriot, we timed our
Bible study of the book of Mark to
cover the Easter story during that
week. To celebrate, we had a potluck dinner to emphasize the family
aspect of our group of new believers. The following week, we were
invited to join the Popi family (Ela's
uncle and aunt) for dinner in the
village of Herebel. They are an Orthodox family, and Orthodox Easter
was a week later this year. The
young couple we are in the process
of adding to our team was able to
join us for the weekend, so they experienced a mountain village family’s way of life. Following dinner,
we walked up to the old church
building, and were joined by another
Orthodox couple for the traditional
procession around the church. They
are the only Christian families in the
village, and they are not treated
very well. The others have all left
over the years, so we hope to encourage them in their faith through
these times together.
Continued……
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We are so thankful for all of
you that encourage, pray for,
and support us so that we can
"press on" making disciples in
Albania. We look forward to
the rest of 2022 and all that
God is doing!

Summer Camps
During the week of June 27th to July
2nd we are taking a group of 10 students from the village of Kastriot to a
Christian camp in the south of Albania. A few from our region have been
before, and they have encouraged
others to go too. For those going for
the first time, it will be like nothing
they’ve done before. There are many
camp activities similar to what American Christian camps are like: ropes
course, kayaking, swimming, large
group outdoor games, times of worship, Christian messages, etc. The
week of July 25th to 29th is our
SONetwork English camp in Kastriot. This will be our second year, and
since last year went very well, we are
encouraged to do more and even
speak more directly about the Bible
and the message of salvation. We are
adding a teenage group to the week,
which will challenge them more at
their level to discover who they are in
many different ways. We greatly appreciate the resource that SONetwork
is in helping us build lasting relationships with the people in Kastriot.

As our ministry in
Albania continues . . .
Church Group Trip to Lure
Written by Denis & Ela: Lura is one
of the most beautiful places in Albania due to its nature and seven natural lakes. Many old songs have been
written about this place, but our
friends in Kastriot, had never been
there. Because it had been so many
years since Dan and Dawn's visit to
Lure, we did not know what the road
was like for sure. We asked some
people, and got different opinions,
but some said it was passable so we
decided to go. As it turned out, the
road was very bad, but the scenery
was gorgeous. It was an unforgettable experience. The most beautiful
thing on that trip was the time we
dedicated to each other. We could
clearly see in their eyes brotherly
love and care, whether we were
drinking coffee, eating together, or
just hanging out. God is really building His church in this place.

• Personal Support: Thank you to

those of you who recently started
supporting us financially, as well as
our ongoing supporters. We have
been so blessed! Your support
makes what we do possible.
• Ministry Support: We mentioned in
our last newsletter that we
were considering expanding our
Outreach Team. By the time we
write our next newsletter in the
fall, we'll be ready to share what
steps we have taken. It's been made
possible by God's provision through
our amazing support team!
• SONetwork (Spiritual Orphans Net-

work) has not only been very involved in war relief efforts
(Ukraine), but they are also continuing their summer camp outreaches. We look forward to having them
here in Albania for camp in July. If
you find yourself in a position to
give financially, we highly recommend them as a trustworthy organization.

Update from Ukraine as of June 28, 2022
Please keep praying, Russia has fired many rockets into Ukraine hitting apartments, a mall and many civilian targets over the last few days, fighting in the East continues to be extremely intense. A few photos, one family from Mariupol
who left the Donbas in 2014 when the war began and were forced to flee again. A mother and Father with four kids, one of
whom is a young girl with special needs. They have found a sponsor in the US, Spiritual Orphans Network has purchased
plane tickets for them in early July, please keep their upcoming travel in your prayers!
We celebrated the 222nd anniversary of the church building in Gerlachov. It was a great celebration with Ukrainians, Slovaks and Americans in attendance.
We had a send off for one family who decided to return to Ukraine, please keep them in your prayers as their home
was in a hotspot of the war back in February and March. Rocket attacks are still a danger in all regions of Ukraine so please
pray for them.
Finally, there are some photos of Slava one of our camp volunteers and a man with a true servant’s heart. He has
volunteered as a chaplain for the Ukrainian military. Please keep him and his ministry in your prayers. We were able to
purchase a uniform, boots and extra gear for him here in Slovakia and send it to him. He will go off to serve very soon.
Next week we will have our first Bible camp in Slovakia. SON will run four summer camps in Slovakia over the next
two weeks, we have Ukrainians volunteering and attending some of the camps.
Thank you for all your support and prayers. God bless, Scott and Lena

Camp VBS –THE WORD IS GREATER
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THAN THE WORLD

Inspiring
Worship
& Music

Awesome
Workshops

Time in
The Word

Fun &
Games

Fun & Encouraging
Teen Leaders

Page 7

Patriotic Brunch
The World Mission Committee
would like to thank everyone
who helped, brought something, donated to Servant
Unique Family Ministries and
came to the Patriotic Brunch.
Your support continues to
help so many underprivileged
people
in
Mexico.

Thrivent Choice gave us a $250 gift card, 25
T-shirts,
notebooks,
stickers
and
thank
you cards. With the gift card and donations at
the Brunch minus costs there was a total of
$530.62 to be given to Servant Unique Family
Ministry.

Join Ascension’s men for a short-term Bible Study!
The Bible and the book “Rough Cut Men” will be the
basis of our time together as we dive deeper into our
walk with other men and with Christ.

WEDNESDAYS 7:30-8:30

SUMMER MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

August 3

August 10

August 17

August 24

Can’t make it to Ascension? Join us via Zoom!
Talk to Tom Knight for more details.

Current Expenses

Benevolence

Building Fund

June 26, 2022

$3,937.42

$923.50

$150.50

July 3, 2022

$6,657.00

$1,386.00

$455.00

July 10, 2022

$8,164.50

$925.25

$572.50

July 17, 2022

$4,426.00

$697.00

$311.29

DANCING

DIGGING & MOVING SOIL
UNLOADING BOX TRUCK
GRILLING FOR THE HOMELESS
SERVING WITH A SMILE
PACKING FREEZERS
LOADING SHELVES
WEEDING GARDENS

K an s as Ci t y , Mi s s o u r i

HOT WEATHER!

HAULING BOXES
ORGANIZING
CLOTHES
OUT OF OUR
COMFORT ZONES

BONDING WITH OTHER
YOUTH & ADULTS FROM
LOUISIANA, NEBRASKA,
AND MINNESOTA
MAKING MEALS
FOR THE GROUP
FUN OUTINGS
MAKING MEMORIES

G R OW I N G I N C H R I S T

AUGUST 14
START OF SCHOOL YEAR
SERVICE OF PRAYER

Both Service

August 21 ~ Both Services

AT T E N T I O N :
S t u d e n t s , Te a c h e r s , S c h o o l F a c u l t y, a n d S t a f f
Join us August 21 at either service for a special time of prayer for
our students, teachers, faculty, and staff as a new school year begins
with all its challenges and opportunities to reach others with the love of Jesus.

