
 

December 2022 
Have you ever gotten up early just to watch the sunrise? There’s an almost imperceptible change, 

a series of moments in which with growing certainty we know that the day is at hand. Slowly but 

surely the dark hues of the night give way to the brightness of the sun peeking over the horizon.  

It is in those moments before day breaks that our expectations of the coming day overwhelm the 

power of the dark night. The coldness of the night surrenders to the sun’s warmth, the insecurity 

of darkness is overcome by the certainty of daylight, and our fears and worries are enlightened by 

the hope of a new day.   

During the season of Advent, we find ourselves in that moment between the night and the day. The darkness of 

our world has been apparent for many, many years. We live in a world overcome by the darkness of selfishness, 

where all that matters is what we want for ourselves. We live in a world saddened by the gloom of incurable ill-

nesses and disabilities. We live in a world which exists in the continuous shadow of violence, hatred, and enmity.  

While we wish we could say that we have been immune to the world’s own dreariness, we know that our lives, 

too, have been touched by the darkness of the long night. We have experienced the fear and anxiety, felt the 

coldness of loneliness and heartbreak, and have been the ones to spread the world’s own gloom to others through 

our selfish and inconsiderate actions. Yes, we have seen enough of the darkness to know what this world is like.   

Advent, however, brings us to that moment when the first light of the dawn begins to break through the darkness 

of our own world. For we look back to the day when first the light broke over the horizon, when God sent His Son 

into our dark world to be its Light.  He broke through the darkness, overcame our sin, overwhelmed the night 

through the darkness of His cross and the glorious light of the third day. In Him the day has broken, and the hues 

of the night have begun to give way to His light. While we look back to that day, Advent is just as much about 

looking forward to the day when He will return, when finally all that is dark in our world will be swallowed up by 

the glorious light of Jesus Christ, our Lord. No more will the darkness haunt us, for we will be in the light as He is 

in the light.   

As we hope and long for that day, as we go through this season before Christmas pondering the mystery of the 

incarnation and eagerly watching for the day of His coming, we know what time it is. As Paul writes in             

Romans 13: Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 

nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand (Romans 13:11-12 ESV).  

The night is far gone; the day is at hand. Let us join togeth-

er this Advent and Christmas season as we worship the Light 

of the World, Jesus Christ the Son of God, Who once and for 

all brought the brightening light of the dawn to the dark 

places of our own lives. May His light bring you hope, joy, 

and peace this season and forever. Have a blessed Advent, 

and a blessed and happy Christmas! 

In the Joy and Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Pastor Mike Badenhop 

Saturday, December 24th 

3:00 pm Worship Service 

5:00 pm Candlelight Service 

9:00 pm Candlelight Service 

Sunday, December 25th 

9:30 am Christmas Service  

with Holy Communion 
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Condolences  

 

Condolences to Jamie Olsen and 
family on the death of her 

brother, Bub York, who died on 
November 5.  

Prayers & Praises  

Our thanks to everyone for the 
memorials to our church in 

Mom’s memory (10-14-21).  Each 
one of you touched our Mom in 
so many ways but mainly with 
LOVE.  We thank you!  Have a 

blessed and beautiful            
Thanksgiving holiday. 

-Helen Green’s family 

 

Thank you from the family of 
James Kleiner for the cards 

and prayers during this time as 
we mourn the loss of our     

father, who now is with the 
Lord and his beloved Martha.  

-Ed Kleiner and family 

 

 

Rose Beier  

E d Bil l ings  

Jeff  Colvin  

Maria Drewes  

I vy Gibbons  

Anabel l  Hakes  

Traci  McNally  

Rut h Prins  

Ken S chwake  

Mike Sul l ivan  

Mary Volker  

Dana Walker  

Bi l l  Winzenburg  

We welcome into the Ascension family 

Lee & Jeanne Fritts 

who joined on October 23rd. 
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Don't miss our                                               

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS                        

PROGRAM 

Sunday, December 11                                                                                                          
@ Sunday School time                                                                                                         

(approximately 9:45)                                                                                                         

In the Sanctuary 

God always keeps His promises!  Come              

celebrate the promise of Jesus                         

with us as we recount God's plan from                                          

     Adam and Eve through Jesus! 

The kids always bring a special amount of energy and are working hard 

to share this program with you.  Come celebrate like the angels and   

worship the King who always keeps His promises! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 30th 

5:30 Advent Meal 

Hosted by the 7-12th grade                                           
Youth of Ascension  

The main dish will be Chicken Fettuccini Alfredo  

Free will offering collected will help with                     
2023 AALC Youth Convention expenses 

6:30 Advent Service 

 

 

December 7th 

5:30 Advent Meal 

Hosted by World Missions’ Committee 

The main dish will be Potato & Ham Casserole 

Free will offering collected will support the work of 
Servant Unique Family Ministries  

6:30 Advent Service 

 

December 14th 

5:30 Advent Meal 

Hosted by Ed Kleiner 

The main dish will be Spaghetti 

Free will offering collected will be to                              
support Pastor Scott/ Joy 4 Ukraine  

6:30 Advent Service 

FAMILIES OF KIDS GRADES PRE-K TO 6TH WHO HAVE BEEN WORKING ON THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Please be sure your kids are at dress rehearsal on December 10 from 9-11.  This is their only time to know 

where they are on stage and to run the whole program with speaking parts and all!  Thanks for your help in 

getting your kids to all practices!  



 

P a g e  4  

Social  Ministries’  Committee 

invites  you to:   

Tuesday, December 13 

 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Enter at lower level of church 
 

Contact Pat Crow or Linda Dart                                                          

for more information or to sign up. 

Give the gift that keeps giving….                                                  

GIVE BLOOD! 

Cancer Patients 
Up to eight platelet units per week 

Burn Victims 
Up to 20 plasma units 

Automobile Accidents 
Up to 50 red blood cell units 

Heart Surgery 
Up to six red blood cell                                            
units + six platelet units 

Organ Transplants 
Up to 25 plasma units + 30                                                                                               

platelet units + 40 red                                
blood cell units 

Premature Infants 
Up to five units of red                                             

blood cells 

Did you know? 
• Someone needs blood every two seconds.  

• Less than 10% of the eligible U.S. population (38%) donates annually. 

• There is no substitute for human blood.  

• One in seven people entering a hospital need blood. 

• Females receive 53 percent of blood transfusions. Males receive 47 percent. 

• One unit of blood can be separated into several components: red blood cells,  
 plasma and platelets. 

• Fifteen tests (eleven for infectious diseases) are performed on each unit of donated blood. 

• Healthy adults who are 16 years old and weigh at least 120 pounds are eligible to donate whole 
 blood. 

                                                                                                                             
Information taken from the Lifeservebloodcenter.org/education website  

HOW MUCH DOES YOUR BLOOD DONATION HELP?  
A single hospital patient can require a large amount of blood in a single situation. 
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2022 Confirmand 

Zane Schmitz 

The baton has been passed to the new confirmand as a 

symbol of his desire to continue to keep his faith    

journey moving forward. Moving forward as an active 

full member of Ascension by sharing his time and      

talents, when possible, and also being active in      

continuing to learn even more about God’s word.   

Riverside was a blast! I am grateful that our         

confirmation students had an opportunity to 

attend the Recharge trip! A special thank you to 

our chaperones that went which were Tyler 

Coan, Leif Hanson, and Wendy Dunkelberger. 

Your continued love and support is appreciated. 

I had so much fun and cannot wait for the next 

gathering!! 

Tiffany Kearney Ledesma 

Youth Director  

9-12th Grade Youth & Parents 

Youth-hosted Advent Meal 

November 30th  

This will be our annual Advent meal. We are asking     

students in 7th, 8th and 9th to bring a pan of garlic 

bread (any kind). Students in 10th, 11th, 12th and up 

please bring a pan of bars, cookies or a dessert of some 

kind.   

We will be serving Chicken Fettuccine Alfredo, garlic 

bread and broccoli on the side as an option.  

We will need individuals to serve and clean 

up. We would like to make sure that     

everybody is able to attend church by 6:30 

PM so the more hands on deck the better!   

Please  

arrive by 

5:00 pm 



 

 Current Expenses Benevolence Building Fund 

October 30, 2022 $3,433.50 $764.00 $532.50 

November 6, 2022 $7,131.00 $1,268.00 $632.50 

November 13, 2022 $6,585.70 $1,895.42 $900.00 

 

THANK YOU to the many who helped 

make Trunk or Treat possible! If you 

made a trunk, spent time with us wel-

coming people, helped with the carnival, donated 

candy or prayed for us - YOU impacted our commu-

nity with the Gospel! The Gideons were here and 

handed out New Testament Bibles to any who want-

ed one. Additionally, Ascension handed out Gospel-

centered books for the kids who attended.  We had 

for sure 225 children alone (this doesn’t include the 

adults/families they had bring them)! Please contin-

ue to pray for those who attended that they would 

read the Word given to them and that all will know 

Jesus is our Savior. 

The Preschool Steering Committee is looking to expand! We would 
be thrilled to have some assistance in the following areas: 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have experience in any of these areas or if you have                    
a heart for children, we could use your help!  

 

Contact Angie Holman or Kathy Schuhmacher if interested                    
or if more information is needed. 

Marketing                                    

Classroom furnishings/décor          

Outdoor landscaping and play areas 

DHS licensing standards                 

Early childhood curriculum                

And MORE 

There was also a bit of 
friendly competition             

(per tradition) 

Congratulations to                         
Marilyn Edsill 

on her winning trunk! 

Trunk or Treat                                                

Event a SUCCESS!!! 



 


